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Research Hypothesis 1

Networked cultural texts published in Ukrainian cultural media

present, in a contemporary way, the process of catharsis in

Ukrainian art (literature, painting, cinema, music, theatre,

sculpture, architecture, dance) during wartime. These texts are

enriched with new meanings and capture the emergence of

unique, renewed artistic forms.

I apply the Aristotelian concept of “catharsis” as purification and renewal through the overcoming of tragic conflict. Conflict has

long been a foundational element in the narrative of Ukrainian art. The current Russo-Ukrainian war is no exception - it serves as

yet another dramatic creative impulse, triggering processes of aesthetic transformation, reflection, and renewal.

Gilbert, Allan H. “The Aristotelian Catharsis.” The Philosophical Review 35, no. 4 (1926): 301–14. P. 314 https://doi.org/10.2307/2178979.

Research Hypothesis 2

Phenomena of catharsis in Ukrainian art and culture emerge from

the cultural fissure between East and West.

This tension generates conflictual artworks while enabling deeper

insight - the consequences of conflict become central. Each

cultural text and revived artistic form conveys these consequences

and reveals the creative potential born of rupture.
Sevcenko, I. (1996). Ukraine between East and West. Essays on Cultural History to the Early Eighteenth Century. 

Edmonton -Toronto: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press. 
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The defenders of Mariupol held back substantial Russian forces for more than 80 days — without rotation, without reinforcements,

and under constant shelling. In doing so, they prevented the enemy from redeploying troops to other fronts, particularly to the 

Donetsk region and southern Ukraine. Their defense forced Russia to expend enormous amounts of equipment, ammunition, and 

manpower.
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